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Therefore, what the Activate Key does is ensure that the machine-specific identification data goes to Pervasive for this single execution, so that when the software is activated, it does not need to run another activation/license check for this computer. This license key is valid for Zen V16 and newer releases as well as Pervasive.SQL 2000i, which brings the ability to restore the database through an in-place upgrade. (In this case, the License Key is held on-line by the Zen backup application.) If you have already
installed the software using a valid License Key, you cannot change the License Key. (You may change the Activate Key and other "activator" data, however.) Changing the License Key invalidates any in-place activation and requires a new installation to be performed. If you have an in-place activation already on your machine, it will be removed when you install Zen again using the License Key. Therefore, if you use the License Key on a new machine that already has Zen installed, you will have to de-activate
Zen in the Zen Server Administrative Console (via the Server Snapshot button on the Home screen) and then install Zen again. This process will also activate the older v10.30 product family if the machine is running Windows 8.1 or Windows Server 2012. In this case, we have no plans to change how the older product keys work in this environment, nor do we have plans to introduce new hardware key implementations. However, the v10.30 client product keys will not work in a Windows Server environment.

Some organizations have already deployed the new ESU MAK and are working on deploying ESU. Since MAK is intended for new installation only, a v10.30 VL customer will need to upgrade their OS to the targeted Operating System (typically Windows 7 or Windows 10) prior to deploying ESU. While this is a backward compatibility case, it has led to interesting product management questions, such as whether Windows 7 is an OS that can be migrated to 10 or whether Windows 10 Migration will be available as
an upgrade path. Further information can be found on Pervasive's ESU Release Notes: http://support.pervasive.com/article/ASP15147 VLSC Release Notes : http://support.pervasive.com/article/ASP15132
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