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Annual Tax Day Festival Only at CC may one look forward to a mini-celebration of tax day (April 15)
like with this week's special event-in-pictures Clemency, which is the city's annual tax-awareness
festival. The activities are concentrated at the Chicago Cultural Center's Millennium Stage, 35 E.

Washington St., on Thursday, April 15, from 5 to 9 p.m., with more than 50 organizations from across
the city participating. This is a free event. What's the deal with Clemency, anyone? "Clemency

means to pardon somebody who is supposed to be punished," says Clemency Director Jimmie T.
Holloway, who's been with the non-profit for 22 years. "You have to have a reason for clemency, to

forgive somebody." I caught up with Holloway to get a sense of the festival's history, current
activities and why an early spring is better than late-spring tax day. Why is Tax Day the one day of
the year you celebrate? "It's because we have a seasonal reminder on the first day of spring," he

says. "We take notice of the season." Other cities are known for their fireworks on the fourth of July,
but Tax Day is the only day of the year that schools, libraries and non-profit organizations nationwide

focus solely on taxes and budgeting. "We celebrate this day of the year because we have been in
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