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torrent.Prevalence of antibodies
against hepatitis C virus among

pregnant women: a meta-analysis.
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is an

important cause of morbidity and
mortality. The aim of the present meta-

analysis was to determine the
prevalence of HCV infection among

pregnant women. Data were retrieved
from the PubMed, Medline,

ScienceDirect, Scopus, and Google
Scholar databases up to and including
2013. We identified 25 independent

eligible studies and included the data
of 81,702 pregnant women in the meta-
analysis. The overall pooled proportion

of HCV infection among pregnant
women was 0.95 (95%CI=0.94-0.97).
HCV infection is a major issue in the

pregnant women. Moreover, infection
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due to HCV is as high in developing
countries as it is in industrialized ones.

In addition, a detailed look at the
geographical heterogeneity revealed
that HCV prevalence was inversely
associated with latitude. However,

women aged ≤ 20 years had higher
rate of HCV infection. Pregnant women

with low socioeconomic status and
injecting drug users had the highest
rate of infection. The current meta-

analysis highlighted the importance of
HCV infection among pregnant women

and its consequences on their own
health and on the well-being of their
fetuses and newborns. In addition,
although developed countries have
been facing the problem for several
years now, developing countries are
faced with this problem at its very
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inception.Validity and reliability of a
Finnish version of the self-report

questionnaire for assessing quality of
life in patients with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. To translate and

validate a Finnish version of the King's
Health Questionnaire (KHQ) for

assessing quality of life in patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

(COPD). In a validation study, 40
Finnish patients with COPD filled out
three scales of the KHQ, the Short

Form-36 Health Survey (SF-36), and
the St. George Respiratory
Questionnaire (SGRQ). The

questionnaires were administered
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